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FORMATION OF CRIMINAL POLICY OF UKRAINE
AND WAYS OF ITS IMPLEMENTATION

Paper deals with the concept of “criminal policy” as a part of the sphere of the
state general policy, along with the policy of economic, socio-cultural fields, etc.; as
a special type of social activity aimed at active, offensive crime and other offenses; as
a procedure for confronting crime created, protected and supported by the state power
and reflecting the economic, social and spiritual development of society.

It is noted that the changes taking place in Ukraine today give rise to new types
of social and interpersonal contradictions, conflicts, growth of anti-social manifestations,
etc., the consequences of which, in turn, contribute to the emergence of various
dangers and threats to man, state and society. Such consequences include, first of all,
the deterioration of the criminal situation, which is the main factor determining the
formation and change of the criminal policy of Ukraine. In addition to the criminal
situation, such factors are: economic factor; new forms and types of offenses; the
transnationalization of crime, the level of development of democratization, legal
culture in society, legislation, criminal, criminal-procedural, criminal-executive and
other branches of law.

There are three main stages in the formation of criminal policy: 1) the emergence
and formation of the foundations of criminal policy (middle XIX); 2) formation of the
Soviet criminal policy (20’s – early 90’s of XX century); 3) development and formation
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of modern criminal policy of Ukraine (end of the XX – the beginning of the XXI
century).

In the time of Ukraine’s independence, criminal policy became the main focus,
objectives and means of influencing crime through the formation of criminal, criminal
procedure, corrective labor (criminal-executive) legislation, practice of its application,
as well as through the development and implementation of measures aimed at crime
prevention. In these years, the state authorities adopted a large number of legal acts,
various programs and strategies. The latest criminal policy found expanded expression.
But over the years, Ukraine has not developed a national doctrine and concept of
combating crime, as well as a criminal-law doctrine with its concept; there was not
developed and approved a coherent strategy of criminal legal impact on crime. There
were adopted: by the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine from June 25, 1993, the State
Program for Combating Crime “for a term of 3 years”; by a Decree of the President
of Ukraine dated September 17, 1996, the Comprehensive Program for the Fighting
Crime for 1996–2000, the Decree of the President of Ukraine of December 25, 2000,
the Comprehensive Crime Prevention Program for 2001–2005; Comprehensive Program
of Crime Prevention for 2007–2009; by the Order of the Cabinet of Ministers of
Ukraine dated September 29, 2010, the Conception of the State Program for the
Prevention of Offenses for the period until 2015. But none of these concepts and
programs to combat crime has not been fully realized. No reports were also published
on the results of the programs. As of today, there are no state law enforcement crime
prevention programs in Ukraine; there are only regional, city, district comprehensive
crime prevention and crime prevention programs for 2016–2020. Therefore, now there
is a need for the development and adoption of a national strategy to combat and
monitor the implementation of the offense, on the basis of which comprehensive state
programs should be developed to influence the processes of criminalization of traditional
and new spheres of society. In particular, such a document should be the Strategy of
Public Security and Civil Protection of Ukraine, which should be based on an
absolutely concrete political concept of counteraction to crime, and accordingly the
strategy and policy of such a counteraction should be defined.

Keywords: criminal policy, crime, counteraction to crime, state target law-
enforcement program, comprehensive program of counteraction to crime.
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